
THE WORK OF THE CHURCH - BENEVOLENCE 
2Cor 8:1-5 

INTRODUCTION: 
 A. Eph 4:12 shows the work of the church is three-fold: Perfecting the  
  saints (teaching its own); Ministry (benevolence); Edifying the body  
  (evangelism - teaching others) 
 B. Today we intend to discuss the "work of the ministry".  Benevolence  
  (work of the ministry, same word used in 2Cor 9:1,12) caring for the  
  needs of the saints  
 C. There has been no disagreement as to whether or not the church should  
  engage in benevolence - all agree that it should - but the point of  
  contention has been and still is HOW and to WHOM should this  
  benevolence be extended  
 D. We intend to show from the Bible that the church is not authorized to  
  engage in general benevolence, but that the church is limited in the  
  HOW and to WHOM it may extend benevolence 
DISCUSSION: 
 I. BENEVOLENCE WAS NEVER USED AS A MEANS OF  
  INTRODUCING THE GOSPEL 
  A. Benevolence is the fruit of Christianity - not the means of  
   propagating it  
   1. Food and clothing were never given by the early church as  
    means of getting people to hear the gospel  
   2. Gospel is God's power to salvation Rom 1:16  
   3. Paul did not offer benevolence from the churches when he went  
    into Asia Minor  
  B. People who become (so called) members because of gifts will turn  
   away because they were not convicted by the Gospel Jhn 6:26,66 
 II. MUCH IF NOT MOST OF THE TEACHING IN THE N. T. ON  
  BENEVOLENCE DIRECTED TO INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS AND NOT  
  TO CONGREGATIONS  
  A. We must be willing to communicate or share 1Tim 6:17,18;  
   Heb 13:16; 1Jhn 3:17,18; Matt 25:31-46  
  B. Two controversial passages or misapplications  
   1. Gal 6:10 Context shows it is talking to the individual (will talk  
    about WHO was helped later) Note vv.1-8  
   2. Jas 1:27 Again look at the context vv. 19,22-27 James is  
    contrasting vain religion with pure & undefiled religion  
    a. This is practiced by the individual  
    b. VISIT: to look over or inspect, then offer assistance after  
     inspection  
  C. There are many reasons why the Christian should do this work  
   themselves and not by paying someone to do it for him  
   1. Makes one Christ like Acts 10:38; Mk 10:45; 1Pet 2:21  
   2. A blessing to us - good for us Acts 20:35; Tit 3:8 
   3. Our eternal destiny depends on it Matt 25:31-46  
 

 III. INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY IN BENEVOLENCE  
  A. Family "house" belonging to a house or family, related  by blood,  
   kindred (Thayer p.439) 1Tim 5:4,8,16  
  B. Fatherless and widows Jas 1:27  
   1. Note the emphasis is individual action  
   2. to "visit" does not authorize the church to build and maintain  
    benevolent institutions  
  C. "All Men" (especially household of faith) Gal 6:10  
   1. "Brethren" in distributive sense, book addressed to churches,  
    much instruction to individual  
   2. "Do Good" may include several things to which an individual  
    may contribute that the church can't: such as hospitals, colleges,  
    Red Cross, gyms, etc.  
  D. Anyone in need Lk 10:25-37; Eph 4:28; 1Jhn 3:17  
 IV. GOD HAS RESTRICTED THE BENEVOLENT WORK WHICH THE  
  CHURCH CAN DO - HE TELLS WHO IS TO BE HELPED  
  A. The church is not to undertake to meet the needs of all humanity 
   1. Couldn't if it tried - resources are not sufficient  
   2. It is evident then that there are some limitations  
   3. We noted other areas were church could not perform  
   4. Other agencies in world are to engage in benevolent work with  
    God's approval - but only institution given the charge to preach  
    the gospel is the church.  
    a. Home is charged with caring for its own Eph 6:1-3;  
     1Tim 5:4,8,16  
    b. One functions for which God ordained civil government is to 
     care for needy, destitute, etc.  one reason we pay taxes 
     Rom 13:4-6; Lk 20:25  
  B. Only contribution made out of the treasury of local church for  
   benevolence in N. T. was to "poor saints"  
   1. Rom 15:25,26; 1Cor 16:1, 3-4; 2Cor 8:4; 9:1,12-13; Acts 11:27-30  
   2. Objections to "all men"  
    a. 2Cor 9:13 word "men" is not in the original text and the word  
     "all" is limited by the context - see verse 1 - talking about the  
     collection for the saints in Jerusalem 1Cor 16:1-3  
    b. Gal 6:10 "men" not in the original and the passage is not  
     directed to congregations, but individuals  
    c. Acts 4:32-35 "every man" the context shows "every" is  
     limited to believers  
  C. God further limited benevolence of the church  1Tim 5:1-16 only  
   certain widows can be enrolled in number  
   1. Widows who meet qualification can be enrolled in the number –  
    that is, those supported by the church  
   2. Needy saints are helped with expectations of them becoming 
    able to help themselves  
   3. Reason for the restriction is given in verse 16 - church is not to  
    be burdened with obligations of others  



 V. CHURCH (COLLECTIVE) RESPONSIBILITY IN BENEVOLENCE  
  A. Believers - widows Acts 2:44,45; 4:32-35; 6:1-4; 1Tim.5:5,16 (note:  
   serving tables not the same as preaching the gospel Acts 6:2)  
  B. Brethren - Saints Acts 11:27-30; Rom 15:25-27; 1Cor 16:1-4;  
   2Cor 8:1-4,13,14; 9:1,12,13  
   1. Was not a promoted need for projects larger than the  
    responsibility of the local congregation  
   2. Need was temporary except widows indeed, and benevolence  
    was sent until need was satisfied  
   3. Freedom from "want" (need) was the purpose of help  
   4. Saints were the only recipients of funds from churches  
 VI. HOW DOES  CHURCH CARRY OUT THE BENEVOLENCE WHICH IS  
  ITS RESPONSIBILITY?  
  A. In a state of emergency, it can pool funds such as in Acts 2:44,45;  
   4:32-35  
   1. This is not Communism as some have supposed  
   2. This is extreme measures for an extreme emergency and only  
    till the need is over  
  B. One congregation sent relief to "brethren" in Judea when famine  
   made them destitute  
   1. Fund contributed by disciples according to ability Acts 11:29  
   2. Carried by Barnabas and Saul v 30  
   3. "Sent to elders" among the brethren which dwelt at Judea  
   4. More than one church in Judea Gal 1:22 and it was the plan of  
    God for every church to have elders Acts 14:23  
   5. Contributing church sent directly by own messengers to  
    churches in need and benevolence was put in the hands of  
    elders of local congregation for distribution  
  C. Many congregations (the churches of Galatia,  Macedonia, and  
   Achaia) sent relief to Jerusalem church when they had more needy  
   saints than it could care for out of its own resources  
   1. The Jerusalem church was obligated to care for its own  
    members but because of various circumstances beyond their  
    control Acts 2:4; 11:27-30 there was a greater need than they  
    could supply  
   2. Other churches supplied the want 2Cor 8:1-5  
   3. Each church made up its own funds by the contribution of its  
    own members and not by soliciting money from other churches  
    1Cor 16:1-3  
   4. Each congregation selected its own messengers to deliver  
    benevolence to Jerusalem 1Cor 16:1-4; 2Cor 8:18-23 - these  
    messengers were individuals not churches  
   5. The money sent to Jerusalem where the need existed The  
    object was to enable Jerusalem church to care for its own needy  
    saints 2Cor 9:12; Rom 15:26,27  
 
 

CONCLUSION: 
 A. In none of these examples did any church set up a benevolent society or  
  institution to care for the needy.  It was done under the elders of each  
  church  
 B. Note: There is a difference between buying the services of an institution  
  or organization and making a contribution or donation to them  
 C. No church sent its needy to another church to be cared for. Each church  
  cared for its own needy and if its obligation was greater than it could  
  meet other churches contributed to this church in need  
 D. No church contributed to another church to enable it to promote and  
  carry on a "good work" - they sent only when the church was in need.  
 E. No church handled the money of any other church or became the  
  messenger of any other church 
 F. These examples constitute the "pattern" for benevolence ,if  not then  
  there is no pattern and we can do as we please.  However, this is the  
  way it was done in the New Testament and I would rather stay with the  
  pattern.  
 G. If individuals will get busy and do the benevolence that is enjoined upon  
  them then there will be very little  left for the church to do. 


